
SHOW MUST GO ON!!! 
NEITHER THE VOLCAN CAN STOP A CRAZY METALLICA FAN 
6000km in the East of Europe, 4 shows in 5 evenings. 4 days without sleep!! 
 
Everything started back in November 2009, when Metallica announced 2 dates in Riga, Latvia, for 
the same weekend. 
 
We (me and my best friend) decided that it was a good chance to see Metallica again into another 
country we never went before, so, why not? 
 
We booked hotel, planes and bought tickets, and Metallica announced after a few months that the 
second date was going to move to Tallinn, Estonia, because they didn’t sell enough tickets. 
So we had to book another plane to move to Tallinn and make the second date! 
 
The program was ok, a bit stressful weekend but whatever, we really wanted to see Metallica 
again!! We’ve never enough!!! 
 
My best friend had to cancel is program due to work problems for taking vacations, so I was going 
to leave alone, but another friend from our Chapter was going to move there alone too, from another 
airport. 
 
In Riga I was going to meet some close friends from France, and a good friend from Norway. 
Everyone booked the same hotel, so it was going to be really great to meet old friends (that’s one of 
the thing  I like most to move in tour, is meeting old friends and new ones too! It’s fantastic!!!) 
 
When you move a lot, it seems like Europe is becoming a smaller place� , the craziest faces are 
always the same ehehehe. 
 
The 15th of April, one day before my plane was leaving, I was continuing checking the AirBaltic 
website for news about the volcano that started to erupt in Iceland. 
 
Seems like we were going to be very unlucky, because the situation was getting worse every 
hour….damn.. �  
 
So, on Friday 16th, I was sure my plane was cancelled, and the one of my Italian friend too. 
I was really pissed off about this bad situation, I couldn’t believe Metallica were going to be there 
in Riga (after they moved by bus and boat), and our dreams to see them again since 5 months, were 
going to remain just “dreams”. 
 
I was nervous, and thinking what to do… 
OK, no way that I was going to stay at home for this fuckin weekend, I called my friend and I told 
him “Roberto, we go by car, fuck this volcano!!”. 
He wasn’t sure on what to do.. is going to be a long road…but finally he said “You’re fuckin crazy 
Chris, but I’m agree! We should try!”. 
 
The road to Riga was 2030km, and I didn’t really know how it was to drive to Poland and other 
countries. 
On Friday afternoon, at 2pm, we leaved by car from Lugano, in Switzerland, and we arrived near 
Berlin at midnight. 
There was no time to sleep, still more than 1000km to do and I didn’t know on which kinds of 
streets I was going to drive!! So, better to go ahead…the time is going fast…!! 



The show is going to start at around 9.30pm, but Riga is 1 hour over than our time, so 1 hour less of 
driving for me! DAMN!! 
 
We stopped to sleep just 1 hour from 4am to 5am in Saturday, because it was too much dangerous 
to continuing to drive. 
 

 
Driving in the middle of Poland in the early hours of Saturday 
 
After a few speeding tickets (lol), we arrived to a country that I didn’t know it was a part of Russia. 
At the boarder they asked us for the Visa, but we didn’t have it on our passport, OMFG!! I was 
going to cry….what to do now? How we can arrive in Riga in time??? 
 
Our motivation went down a lot, this weekend was the most unlucky weekend I was passing in my 
complete life, seems like destiny doesn’t want us to arrive there to enjoy our favourite band. 
 
Well, we moved again and we had to drive (I drove ALL the street by myself, all the days), 400km 
more for around 6-7 hours of car. 
 
We finally arrived in Riga at 7pm, we entered the hotel and there was no time to find a restaurant. 
After the dinner we had in Berlin the evening before, I just drank water and drove all the time. No 
more eating till Sunday morning. Fuckin crazy!!! 
 

 
Just arrived in Riga at 7pm on Saturday 
 
There was no time to stop… 
 



We entered the Arena just 10mins before Metallica, and in 5 songs we were already in 2nd row. A 
great view of the guyz, we were the only few lucky guyz that arrived in Riga.  
A lot of friends had to stop at home because all the planes were cancelled. 
 
So finally, we were PROUD to be there, and really happy but fuckin destroyed. 
 

 
James and Rob during the show in Riga 
 
After the show we went to a disco club in the city centre, and then back in the hotel for a 10 hours 
sleeping!!!! We needed that eheheh. 
 
The day after, we moved to Tallinn, for the 2nd Metallica show. It was like be the MetOnTour for a 
few days ahahahah. 
 
We arrived in Tallinn at 7pm, after another speeding ticket (lol), and we had to have dinner in 5 
mins, because we were in delay for the show. 
After a fast travel for searching the Arena, we arrived there a 9.20pm. 
5 mins for changing the Riga 2nd night tickets to the Tallinn show, and then we were inside�  
 

 
View from the hotel in Tallinn, around 7pm of Sunday 



 
It just took me the first 5 mins of the show to push and arrive in 2nd row. AGAIN WE WERE 
THERE TO SEE OUR IDOLS. WOW!!! 
 

 
Kirk and Rob at the show in Tallinn 
 
The show was awesome, and just after I was leaving, a girl called Tanya from the Harvester Of 
Sofia Chapter recognized me, because we met last year in Milan/Rome for the other Metallica 
shows. 
 
We took a few pics, and outside I finally met in person Blou (the crazy guy from Belgium), Erik 
from the Metclub and 2 others guyz from Sweden, that I never saw before. 
The day after I know one of these guy is Jonas, the founder of the tmcc.se website. The Metallica 
Club Collectors. Fuckin insane!! Nice to meet people like him�  
 
Another great guy I met was Vladimir from Moscow, and his friend that I don’t remember his name 
now, another crazy collectors of vinyls. 
I was so happy to meet people from all around the Europe. 
 

 
Me and Tanya after the show in Tallinn  Me and “Blou” after the show in Tallinn 
 
On Monday it was our day off, we visited the city of Tallinn, there was a really good weather. 
 
 
 
 



We met in the centre our friends from Sweden, and had lunch together! 
 

 
Lunch in the centre of Tallinn with new friends from Sweden!! 
 
In the evening we moved to Riga again, arriving at around midnight, we had a meeting at the Rock 
And Riga bar, were Dennis from Metclub and Tanya with his friend from London were waiting for 
us, enjoying some beers. 
 
I was so excited to finally meet Dennis again. He is a really good guy, trustable and friendly. 
We met each other the first time in Milan last year, after the show. And again in Rome for the pre-
show party. 
 

 
Me, Dennis and Tanya at “Rock and Riga”, in Riga 
 
After some big hugs and a few beers, we went back to the hotel sleeping. 
 
The day after, Tuesday, we moved by car to Vilnius, leaving Riga at 11am. 
We didn’t book to move to Vilnius in November, but just decided on Saturday, when we called our 
Bosses at work, asking for a few more days of vacation, because it was impossible to us to go back 
home on Monday already by car, too much a crazy trip. 
 
We were so happy to have some more days, and could move to Vilnius to see Metallica again for 2 
dates in the same city. 
The unlucky weekend we started, was going to be one of the best experience we never had before in 
life. AWESOME! 
 



In Vilnius we met some friends from France, met in Arras 2008, the other guyz&girls from Tallinn 
and a few other I never met before. 
We started taking some pics, and it took a few mins, because everyone wanted a pic with his own 
photocam ahahah, to have a good reminder in front of the Siemens Arena. 
 

 
My car outside the Siemens Arena in Vilnius Metallifans from all the Europe 
 
We entered the Arena at around 9.30pm, just before Metallica, and again in 5 mins we were 2nd 
row, near our friends that we met in the afternoon outside.  
We didn’t want to stress too much staying in line for the 1st row this time. 
The weekend was already stressful enough!!! 
 
Great view, great setlist, again…. Wow�  

 
The show is going to start soon!!!   Killer 2nd row!!! 
 
After the show we all moved in the city centre, at a bar called “Pogobar”. There wasn’t a lot of 
people there but the most craziest fans were there for sure! 
 
We drank a few beers all together, took some funny pics and then moved back in the hotel for sleep 
a bit. 
 



 
Some crazy fans at PogoBar in Vilnius after the show 
 
Filip, the friend of Dennis that usually films for Metclub, unfortunately didn’t come due to the 
flight cancellation, so Dennis offered us to sleep in his room.  
This was a really good favour from him, that we really appreciated!, thanks so much my friend! 
 
Meeting all these old fans was like to be at home for me. I was so happy!! 
 
On Wednesday we entered the Arena before, and we moved to the 2nd row to enjoy the other bands, 
Gojirà and Fear Factory. 
 
At the 2nd show the setlist was insane, really nice setlist!! I loved it�  
 
After the show, we decided to pack and move with the friends from France, because we had to do 
the same road to Berlin. 
So, after sadly say bye bye to all the other friends and Dennis, we leaved Vilnius at 3am, a few 
hours after the show, and we were already tired. 
 
Moving with our friends made our road less stressful and more funny, because we had the chance to 
stop, have lunch together and make the fuel all together. 
 
Just after the Poland boarder, at 10pm on Thursday, we stopped for dinner on the highway, and then 
we had to sadly say bye bye to our France friends too, but I was going to meet them again in Lyon 
in 1 month. So, that was cool to think about. 
 
We left Berlin at 11pm and arrived in my city at 10am on Friday. What a crazy trip we did. 
I had to stop a few times in some parking on the highway in Germany because my eyes were going 
to close. I was fuckin tired. 
 
I fight with my eyes again just before the Swiss boarder, and finally when we entered Switzerland, 
it was like to be at home finally. 
 
After all that, I’m proud to think that neither the volcano had stopped us, some crazy fans that 
wanted to see their favourite band again, going against the unlucky weekend to change it in one of 
the best experience ever had, to remind in our hearts and in our mind forever. 
 
We were there!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
And finally I can see myself on an pic on MetOnTour, for the second show of Vilnius, shoot by 
Jeff. FUCKIN COOL!!! 



 
Me in 2nd row at the 2nd Vilnius show 
 
6000km, 4 days without sleep, 700 euro of fuel, 4 shows in 5 evenings…. 
We arrived so tired at home that I had to sleep 6 hours like a rock on Friday afternoon, but after a 
few days I was back into my normal life�  
 
Now, waiting for the Lyon show on the 23rd of May, and then the Sonisphere in Switzerland in 
June, that is going to be the biggest metallifans meeting of all the time. 
 
Special thanks and hugs to everyone I met there, I hope to meet you on the road again!!!!! 
 
-Stephane, Eric, José, Helene from France 
-The girl from Sweden, sorry I don’t remember your name! 
-Blou 
-The friends from Belgium 
-Dennis from Metclub 
-Erik from Metclub 
-My friend Roberto from Italy 
-Vladimir and his friend from Moscow 
-Jonas and his friend from Sweden 
-Tanya and his friend from London 
 

THANKS METALLICA, I LOVE YOU. 
 
The “road-dog” Chris a.k.a Sepu from Switzerland #78145 
www.sepu.ch 
 
Chapter Head of the ZonaMetallica Italian Local Chapter 
www.zonametallica.com 
 
 
 
 



MAPS OF THE ROADS WE DID: 

General map of the trip, 2320 km 
Friday 16/04/2010 Lugano, Switzerland, 2pm - Saturday 17/04/2010, Riga, Latvia, 7pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Movement to the Russian boarder, and then back in Poland to arrive to the Lithuan boarder 

 
 
Movement from the Lithuania’s boarder to the city of Riga in Latvia 

 
 



Map of the 2nd movement, 310 km 

Sunday 18/04/2010 Riga, Latvia, 3pm - Sunday 18/04/2010, Tallinn, Estonia, 7pm 
Monday evening we did the same back but back to Riga, arriving at around midnight. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Map of the 3rd movement, 300 km 
Tuesday 20/04/2010 Riga, Latvia, 11am - Tuesday 20/04/2010 Vilnius, Lithuania, 3.30pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Map of the 4th movement, the way back to home, 1982 km 
Thursday 22/04/2010 Vilnius, Lithuania, 3am - Friday 23/04/2010 Lugano, Switzerland, 
10am 

 

 


